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Coun%ng	migra%on	across	our	interna%onal	border	
	
How	hard	can	it	be?	
	



Total border movements 



Monthly net migration from total border movements 



Annual net migration from total border movements 



Key needs 
Overseas	visitors	–	inbound	tourism		(~55%	of	total	movements)	
•  Overall	numbers	
•  A9ributes	(eg	country	of	origin,	na>onality,	age-sex,	dura>on	of	stay,	purpose	of	

travel)	

NZ-resident	travellers	–	outbound	tourism	(~43%)	
•  Overall	numbers	
•  A9ributes	(eg	country	of	des>na>on,	age-sex,	dura>on	of	absence,	purpose	of	travel)	

Migrants	–	long-term	movements	(~2%)	
•  Arrivals,	departures,	and	net	gains/losses	
•  Subna>onal	(NZ	area)	breakdown	
•  A9ributes	(eg	age,	sex,	country	of	birth/ci>zenship)	



Two key questions for classifying border-crossings 



NZ net migration measures 



Conditions conducive to outcomes measure 
•  Awareness	of	inten>ons	limita>ons	

•  Growing	volume	of	border	crossings	

•  Changing	nature	of	migra>on	(temporary	visas)	

•  Linking	variables	
•  IT	capacity		
•  Sta>s>cal	exper>se	
•  Proposed	removal	of	the	departure	card	



Outcomes-based migration measure 
•  Using	12/16-month	rule,	every	border	crossing	classified	depending	on:	

•  Resident	status	

•  Time	spent	in	NZ	over	subsequent	16	month	period	

•  Requires	linking	of	arrivals	and	departures	

•  Migra>on	es>mates	first	published	May	2017	

•  By	defini>on,	takes	17	months	to	publish	final	migra>on	es>mates	

•  In	2018	we	developed	a	model	for	provisional	migra>on	es>mates	
•  Produces	very	>mely	migra>on	es>mates,	1-2	months	lag	

•  But	revised	monthly	un>l	final	



The 12/16 rule 
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Migrant arrivals – rolling year ended 



Migrant departures – rolling year ended 



Net migration – rolling year ended 



NZ net migration measures 



Impact on population estimates 
of using new migration estimates 



Revisions to provisional migration estimates 



Revisions to provisional migration estimates 
– focus on latest months 



Summary… 
•  Be9er	to	be	approximately	correct	than	precisely	wrong	

•  Very	precise	inten>ons	figures	belied	their	inaccuracy	

•  Outcomes	is	a	be9er	measure	of	migra>on	than	inten>ons	
•  Conceptually	
•  Supported	by	historical	popula>on	data	

•  Provisional	es>mates	have	some	uncertainty	
•  Ini>al	es>mates	very	>mely,	1-2	months	lag	
•  Subject	to	revision,	especially	net	migra>on	
•  By	defini>on,	takes	17	months	to	publish	final	migra>on	es>mates	



… Summary 
•  Customers	can	choose	when	to	use	es>mates	

•  Timeliness	v	precision	(uncertainty)	

•  Model	is	performing	well	
•  Model	will	evolve	
•  But	no	guarantee	that	provisional	es>mates	will	get	more	stable	

More information 
•  www.stats.govt.nz/about-us/what-we-do/current-projects/

migra>on-data-transforma>on-project/	
•  Kim.Dunstan@stats.govt.nz	


