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THE POPULATION CONFERENCE


People, Communities, Growth


12-14 November 1997


Wellington








The New Zealand Population Conference was held in Wellington during 12-14 November 1997.  Many delegates from varied organisations and individuals who were interested in population issues in New Zealand attended this very important Conference.  I was attending this Conference as a representative of the Population Association of New Zealand.  There were also other members of our Association who attended this Conference in different capacities. The constructive contribution made by these members either in the form of a presentation of a paper or their involvement in discussions proved to be useful in clarifying or throwing some light on the population/demographic issues facing New Zealand.





The conference certainly dealt with  wide ranging issues.  The issues in main which dominated the discussion were concerned with the population growth, the changing composition of New Zealand population and the issues related to immigration.





Everybody at the Conference certainly were concerned about New Zealand's population getting older and the retired population getting larger, and the policy issues that we will have to deal with.  The second issue which dominated the Conference discussion was related to many aspects of immigration.  The issues related to immigration were the composition of immigrants and the number of immigrants being admitted.  The discussion on these issues were largely concerned about the consequences of immediate past immigration trends and how we look at immigration policy in the future.  There was also concern expressed related to the mix between economic and social migration.





This conference certainly served the purpose of starting the awareness of population issues in New Zealand. The three hundred or so delegates who attended this Conference were better informed about the New Zealand's demography and major population issues confronting New Zealand in the near future.  One would hope the Government to follow up these issues with the development of some systematic population policy for New Zealand. 








Arvind Zodgekar











The proceedings of the Population Conference can be accessed at the following web site:





http://www.executive.govt.nz./minister/bradford/population/index.htm





Alternatively they can borrow the material from Arvind Zodgekar who also has the above material on diskette.








Briefing Papers prepared for the Population Conference at the University of Waikato:





Bedford, R.D. and Goodwin, J.E. 1997.  Migration and urban population change: a preliminary analysis of the 1996 census data, Briefing Paper Prepared for the Participants at the Population Conference, Wellington 12-14 November, No. 6, University of Waikato, Hamilton.





Bedford, R.D. and Lidgard, J.M. 1997. International migration and the labour force age groups, 1991-1996, Briefing Paper Prepared for the Participants at the Population Conference, Wellington 12-14 November, No. 5, University of Waikato, Hamilton.





Dickson, J., Ball, D., Edmeades, J., Hanson, S. and Pool, I., 1997. “Recent trends in reproduction and family structures”,  Briefing Paper Prepared for the Participants at the Population Conference, Wellington 12-14 November, University of Waikato, Hamilton.





Goodwin, J.E. and Bedford, R.D. 1997. Inter-regional migration in New Zealand, 1986-1996: a preliminary analysis, Briefing Paper Prepared for the Participants at the Population Conference, Wellington 12-14 November, No 4, University of Waikato, Hamilton.





Ho, E.S., Goodwin, J.E., Bedford, R.D. and Spragg, B. 1997. Migrants in the workforce: a preliminary comparison of the experiences of Chinese and Korean recent immigrants in 1991 and 1996, Briefing Paper Prepared for the Participants at the Population Conference, Wellington 12-14 November, No 7, University of Waikato, Hamilton.





Honey, J., and Lindop, J., 1997. “The changing structure of New Zealand’s labour force, 1976-1996”,  Briefing Paper Prepared for the Participants at the Population Conference, Wellington 12-14 November, University of Waikato, Hamilton.





Martin, B., 1997. “Income trends among individuals and families, 1976-1996”, Briefing Paper Prepared for the Participants at the Population Conference, Wellington 12-14 November, University of Waikato, Hamilton.


Pool, I. and Bedford, R.D., 1997. “Population change: from dynamics and structures to policies”, Background Paper Prepared for a Plenary Session at the Population Conference, Wellington 12-14 November, University of Waikato, Hamilton.

















 WORLD WIDE WEB








The following are some sites on the web containing population information.





Population Index on the Web


http://popindex.princeton.edu/





Gateway to the Population Index Search of published database 1986-1997.  This can be searched by author, subject matter, geographic region and year of publication.  Also the gateway to Population Index


Browse for volumes 59 and 60.





The World Wide Web Virtual Library - Demography and Population Studies


http://coombs.anu.edu.au/ResFacilities/Demography Page/html





The virtual library keeps track of leading information facilities of value and/or significance to researchers in the field of demography.  There are currently 155 links to demography information facilities.





Homepage for Population Council


http://www.popcouncil.org/





Provides information on programmes and research, publications, news,


jobs, fellowships, and links to other population related sites.





Statistics New Zealand


http://www.stats.govt.nz/statsweb.nsf





Provides information on release dates, the 1996 Census, Consumer's


Price Index, Household Labour Force Survey, Accommodation Survey, National Population Estimates, Vital Statistics for the quarter, and monthly External Migration figures to list a few.  The site also has information on the way in which Statistics New Zealand has been active in addressing the Year 2000 Problem.
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ROYAL SOCIETY’S NEW ADVISORY GROUP








This group will pick up from where the previous social sciences committee and the ad hoc committee of September 1997 left off.  It will be complemented by an email communication network for constituent organisations that will enable full communication and opportunity for comment and feedback to the advisory group.  The group is intended to be task-oriented and to provide advice to me as social sciences representative on the Royal Society Council, rather than acting as a forum for all affiliated organisations.  It will be focused upon specific goals, some of which arose in the discussions in 1997.





Members:


John Martin MRSNZ chair (history)


Raewyn Good MRSNZ (social policy)


Chris Jacomb (archaeology)


Ian Pool FRSNZ (demography)


David Thorns FRSNZ (sociology)





The composition of the group is intended to represent the spread of social science disciplines within the Royal Society.  The work of the group is to be complemented by a communication network that will keep all constituent organisations informed and will enable comment and participation on issues of interest and relevance.  It will engage in processes of wider consultation as appropriate, for example as is already occurring by my attendance at relevant organisation gatherings as they take place, and as a Foresight contribution is developed.  A communication network will also be used in order to report back on matters of interest for social science from the Council proceedings. It is important that we achieve some tangible results in the near future.





The Foresight process is a great opportunity for this to take place, both in gathering together material for a submission to MORST itself by October, and in providing a wider galvanising agency for the development of the social sciences under the Royal Society rubric. Important issues and initiatives will include those highlighted in September 1997, together with others that have emerged since that time.





These include:


    •  Liaison between Royal Society Fellows and other members


    •  Interaction with other sciences through the Royal Society


    •  Improving the status of social science


    •  Skills database for social science


    •  Effective communication with/between members


    •  Advocacy for social science funding


Some of these issues are now being addressed through the Foresight project, the provision of website facilities at the Royal Society, and in discussions regarding creating a skills database through a survey.  Others will be considered once the group is in operation.  We expect to be involved in organising a conference mid-year for the constituent organisations, at which a number of these issues and progress made with the Foresight project will be canvassed.





John Martin


Social Sciences Representative


Council, Royal Society of New Zealand


























A RECENT WORKSHOP ON NATIONAL IDENTITY








“Building Blocks of National Identity: 


Population in New Zealand History”


Population Studies Centre and Department of History, 


University of Waikato, 16-17 April 1998





There were two main objectives addressed by this workshop.  The first was an attempt to set up an academic analysis of issues of identity.  The second was to provide a knowledge-base on identity, a factor receiving considerable interest in the current Foresight Programme (Research and Development) in terms of its importance both for wealth-generating research and research relating to an evidence-based approach to social and public policy, health and the environment.  As a result of this perceived need the Foundation for Science and Technology (FRST) gave financial support to the meeting. 





This workshop, jointly hosted by the Population Studies Centre and the Department of History, was opened by the Vice Chancellor, Professor Bryan Gould.  Over 30 people, from a wide range of disciplinary backgrounds, attended.  In the first session, titled Theoretical Perspectives, three papers were presented.  Professor Jamie Belich’s paper, “Ethnicity and Cultural Identity in New Zealand’s Historiography” stressed that New Zealand’s compound cultures do not equal English.  The second paper, “Te Iwi Maori: A Maori Perspective”, was presented by Professor Tamati Reedy and Dr Nathalie Philippe’s presented a paper titled “Other Historiographies: Population in ‘La Nouvelle Histoire’”.





The afternoon session on Thursday explored some broad population trends.  It began with two demographic presentations.  Professor Ian Pool’s paper “A Post-Contact Population” was followed by Mrs Joanne Goodwin who presented a paper on “The Demographic History of Religious Groups in New Zealand”.  These were followed by three papers on Migration and Identity.  The first of these, presented by Professor Richard Bedford, explored the role of migration in New Zealand History.  Associate Professor Hong-kee Yoon spoke on “Korean Identity in New Zealand: Misunderstanding New Zealanders: Misunderstanding Koreans” and Professor Cluny McPherson “Pacific Islanders: The Samoans”.





The second day began with papers by Dr Jeanine Graham, “Specific Population: Children” and Dr Ann Pomeroy “Rural and Farming Populations”.  Professor Doug Sutton spoke on “New Zealand’s Pre-Contact Population and Dr Nathalie Philippe “The Scots in Dunedin”.  The final session titled “Forging Identity” began with a brief overview by Ms Pam Walker of the Ministry of Research, Science and Technology (MORST) on the Foresight Programme of the Minister of Science and Technology.  This was followed by a paper by Dr Peter Gibbons “Comparative Approaches”.  Professor Paul Spoonley’s paper was titled “Remaking National Identity and Citizenship” and the workshop concluded with a synthesis given by Dr Jock Philipps. 























POPULATION ASSOCIATION 


MEMBER RECEIVES AWARD














Mrs Sarah Howard, a masters student in Demography at the Population Studies Centre, University of Waikato, received the prestigious 1998 Karahipi Wahine Maori Scholarship (Maori Women’s Scholarship).  The scholarship is awarded annually to one student by the Ministry of Women’s Affairs.
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POPULATION STUDIES CENTRE UPDATE








A Brief Review: October 1997 - May 1998





Staff and graduate students at the Population Studies Centre, University of Waikato continue to be heavily involved in research and report writing using Census data and data from the 1995 survey, New Zealand Women: Family, Employment and Education (NZW:FEE).  With analyses of the survey data proceeding apace, a significant achievement was the launch in December 1997 of the NZW:FEE Technical and Methodological Report.  The PSC team has been involved in preparing monographs for a more general public in New Zealand and writing papers for national and international scientific conferences.  





In October 1997 Professor Ian Pool travelled to Beijing, China to participate in the twenty-third Conference of the International Union for the Scientific Study of Population.   Dr A. Dharmalingam and Dr Sarah Hillcoat-Nalletamby were also involved in three research papers presented (see publication list).





In November 1997 Dr Hillcoat-Nalletamby contributed to the leading Francophone conference Chaire Quetelet 1997 Theories, paradigmes et courants explicatifs en demographie in Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium.  Her paper, taken from the NZW: FEE survey, focused on the interface between women’s work and family careers and effects of relevant policy shifts.  Also during November the Centre was heavily involved in preparing briefing papers for the Population Conference, Wellington, at which Professor Pool and Professor Richard Bedford of the Geography Department contributed keynote addresses.





The Fathering and the Future Forum, a legacy of the dedicated work of the late Commissioner for Children, Laurie O’Reilly, was held in Christchurch on 28th March.  Professor Pool presented a keynote address concerning “Fathers, Families, Futures: A Population Perspective”.  In early April Professor Pool attended the 1998 Meeting of the Population Association of America in Chicago.  Two papers utilising NZW: FEE survey results were presented; “Divorce in New Zealand” and “The Link of Early Childbearing to Marriage and to Subsequent Fertility in New Zealand”. 





Work in Progress


There are a number of diverse projects currently underway.  The Centre has planned a series of scientific reports based around analyses of the NZW:FEE survey.  The first of these reports, “New Zealandís Contraceptive Revolution” is currently under international peer review.





Graduate work under preparation at the Centre includes theses on the ageing of the Japanese population, a regional perspective on New Zealand’s unemployment, delayed childbearing in New Zealand, contraception and family formation in New Zealand, the effects of family formation strategies on education in New Zealand and partnership dissolution in New Zealand.





Recent Publications available from the Population Studies Centre:





Dharmalingam, A., Hussain, T.K and Smith, J. “Utilisation of Reproductive Health Services in Bangladesh: The Role of Women’s Education”.  Paper presented at the XXIIIrd International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, Beijing, China, 10-17 October 1997.





Dharmalingam, A., Pool, I., Hillcoat-Nalletamby, S., and McCluskey, N. “Divorce in New Zealand”.  Paper presented at the Meeting of the Population Association of America, Chicago, April 2-4, 1998.





Hillcoat-Nalletamby, S., Dharmalingam, A., and Pool, I. “Family Formation, Support Resources and Women’s Economic Activity: A New Zealand Case Study”.  Paper presented at the Conference Chaire Quetelet 1997 Theories, paradigms et courants explicatifs en demographie.  Universite Catholique de Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, 26-28 November.





Lapierre-Adamcyk, E., Pool, I. & Dharmalingam, A. “New Forms of Reproductive and Family Behaviour in the Neo-Europes: Findings from the “European Fertility and Family Survey” on Canada and New Zealand”. Paper presented at the XXIIIrd International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, Beijing, China, 10-17 October 1997.





Marsault, A., Pool, I., Dharmalingam, A., Hillcoat-Nalletamby, S., Johnstone, K., Smith, C., and George, M. (1997) “Technical and Methodological Report”.  Technical Report Series No. 1.  Population Studies Centre, Hamilton: University of Waikato.





Morgan, S.P., Pool, I., Sceats, J., and Dharmalingam, A.  “The Link of Early Childbearing to Marriage and to Subsequent Fertility in New Zealand”. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Population Association of America, Chicago, April 2-4, 1998.





Pool, I. “Development, Public and Social Policy: The Role of Demography”. Paper presented at the XXIIIrd International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, Beijing, China, 10-17 October 1997.





Pool, I. “Fathers, Families, Futures: A Population Perspective”.  Paper presented at the Fathering and the Future Forum, Christchurch, March 28th 1998.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS








Family Change and Family Policies in Great Britain, Canada New Zealand and The United States  Edited by Sheila B. Kamerman and Alfred J. Kahn, Clarendon Press, Oxford





This is the first volume in a series reporting on the evolution of family policies in western welfare states and comparing current provisions.  The developments are presented in the form of an analytical narrative on family change for each of the countries, and systematic themes are followed throughout the volume, including the economic, political, and institutional contexts in which the changes have occurred.  Each of the country reports in the present volume has been prepared as a team collaboration by internationally-recognised experts.  The team for the New Zealand section were Ian Shirley, Peggy Koopman-Boyden, Ian Pool and Susan St. John.





Future volumes will cover the consociational democracies (Belgium, Switzerland, and The Netherlands); France and Southern Europe; capitalist and socialist Central Europe (Austria, the Germanies, Hungary, and Poland); Scandinavia.  The concluding two volumes will synthesise the findings of the studies, and develop the hypotheses which have been put forward.








Population and Development Review  23(4), December 1997


Notes and Commentary


Caldwell, J.C., “The global fertility transition: The need for a unifying theory”, 803-812.


Qualitative Methods in Population Studies: A Symposium


Obermeyer, C.M., “Qualitative methods: A key to a better understanding of demographic behaviour?”, 813-818.


Greenhalgh, S., “Methods and meanings: Reflections on disciplinary difference”, 819-824.


Fricke, T., “The uses of culture in demographic research: A continuing place for community studies”, 825-832.


Rao, V., “Can economics mediate the relationship between anthropology and demography?”, 833-838.


Kertzer, D.I., “Qualitative and quantitative approaches to historical demography”, 839-846.


Knodel, J., “A case for nonanthropological qualitative methods for demographers”, 847-853.
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OBITUARY





Deidre T Bennis








On Saturday 15 February 1998, Deidre Bennis of Statistics New Zealand passed away after a short period of serious illness. Her loss was a shock to all those who in the past 26 years worked with her both in the old Lower Hutt processing centre and, more latterly, in the Christchurch office.





Deidre started work at the Department of Statistics in 1971, where she worked as a temporary clerk in the Lower Hutt office set up to process the 1971 Population Census. Deidre's technical skills and capabilities led to her being appointed to the permanent staff in April 1974. It was late in 1981 that a decision was made to centralise the Population Census Division in Christchurch, so it was in July 1982 that Deidre transferred south to the Garden City.  Deidre spent the next 10 years from 1982 working in the Population Census area.  Because of her analytical skills, Deidre was always given the more difficult topics, such as “Internal Migration” and “Households and Families”, to report on. In 1986, Deidre had the opportunity of visiting the Tokelau Islands to help in their testing programme for the 1986 Census. 





When the former Population Census Division disbanded in 1992, Deidre somewhat reluctantly joined the then Population and Demography Division. She had her suspicions about demographers - their methods and motivations. This suspicion lasted for some time.  As she worked alongside them, however, she gradually warmed to their quirks and discovered that her contribution to Demography’s research work was truly valued.  It was not just her census knowledge, general wisdom and writing ability that Demography valued. Deidre showed herself to be a good judge of human character and, as a result, she often formed part of the interview panel for new appointments.  For a brief period last year she was Senior Demographer, responsible for directing the work of the Population Estimates and Research Group. This position amused her because she felt she lacked the technical knowledge the position required.  The smooth running of the group, however, suggests Deidre underestimated her skills.  Throughout her work in SNZ, Deidre was always known for her high-quality work - she often had to work long hours to meet deadlines, but quality was never compromised.  If Deidre did not have the time to complete a task to her usual high standard she would prefer not to do it, believing that a quality product should always be the outcome of any work undertaken.  It was this zeal which filtered through her professional work - unfailing attention to detail, assessing and re-assessing facts and statements, and ensuring a high-quality standard in completed reports and reviews.  Although Deidre had her illness for some time she never complained and got on with her work.  That she was still trying to complete some of her projects in the last weeks is indicative of the person Deidre was - a true professional who only produced work of the highest quality.





Gillian Smeith





INVITATION TO JOIN





POPULATION ASSOCIATION OF NEW ZEALAND








Population issues are rapidly becoming recognised as vital to many social, economic and cultural discussions in New Zealand, especially as more and more information becomes available.  To understand the wide-ranging implications of the complex population changes now emerging, multi-disciplinary discussion are crucial.





The Population Association of New Zealand (PANZ) recognises the importance of providing both informed debate about population matters, and identifying the underlying population issues in other discussions.











Membership is open to any person or organisation with an interest in population issues.  Four types of membership are available and are listed with subscription rates below.








Ordinary	All persons	$35





Associate	Students (with evidence)


	unwaged	$20





Corporate	Firms, government departments


	and organisations	$75





Publication	Libraries and others wishing to receive


	all PANZ publications


	New Zealand	$50


	Overseas	$75








Simply fill out the form on the following page indicating the type of membership required and post it to 





	The Secretary, 


	PO Box 225,


	Wellington


	New Zealand
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APPLICATION FORM











NAME: 	








POSTAL ADDRESS:	








	








	








OCCUPATION OR POSITION HELD:	








	








AREAS OF INTEREST:	








	








TYPE OF SUBSCRIPTION REQUIRED: 	








SUBSCRIPTION FEE ENCLOSED:	











SIGNATURE:	








DATE:	
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